Advances of circular RNAs in carcinoma.
Circular RNAs (circRNAs) are a type of non-coding RNAs with single-stranded closed structure. The rapid development of high-throughput sequencing technology has allowed for the widespread presence of circRNAs in transcriptomes. Moreover, increasing studies have identified a correlation between circRNAs and different cancers. In addition, most circRNAs are dysregulated in various cancers, and some of them have been reported be vital in the occurrence and development of tumors. For example, ciRS-7 plays a role in tumor promotion and circ-ITCH acts as a tumor suppressor. This review summarizes the latest progressions in the field regarding the functions of circRNAs in relation with cancers, and anticipates the emerging roles of circRNAs and future challenges in cancer research.